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the Muslims give up hypocrisy, and yet both talk about win-
ning swaraj, of saving the Khilafat and protecting the cow. If the
Hindus wish to protect the cow, they should leave the matter to
the goodwill of the Muslims. Then God will certainly come and
reside in the hearts of Muslims and protect the cow. Islam does
not forbid killing of cows, but it is the Muslims' duty to refrain
from doing anything that may hurt their neighbours3 sentiments.
The Hindus and the Muslims will not be able to win swaraj with
timid hearts; they will be able to do so only -if they are clean
in their heart, and then they will also be able to save the Khilafat
and protect the cow.

Even if only one taluka of Gujarat shows such heroism, it will
win swaraj for itself and secure it for others. Let the bonfire that
we are lighting today generate such strength in us that we do not
rest till we have reached our goal.

[From Gujarati]
Nawjivan, 6-11-1921

157.   HOW STRONG?

How strong the municipalities of Ahmedabad, Nadiad and
Surat are should be known in a few days. All the three have
rejected Government control over their education departments
and have been growing from strength to strength till this day. It
is said that now the Government has decided to test them. Its
note is in the nature of a threat [to the municipalities] and incite-
ment to ratepayers. It says that those who supported the resolu-
tion to free education [from Government control] have rendered
themselves liable to prosecution by any ratepayer. We know
the motive behind this suggestion. The Government's second step
now is likely to be to get some ratepayer to sue one of the coun-
cillors, I trust that the Government will find no ratepayer to
sue a councillor who has acted out of a sense of duty and I also
trust that, if any such ratepayer comes forward, the councillor will
remain fearless. If we do not develop the strength to brave such
risks, how can we claim to be fit for swaraj ?

Another thing the Government can do is to suspend the
municipalities and to carry on the administration of the cities itself
by appointing committees. This is the utmost it can do. If it
does that, I see in the situation the possibility of our winning swaraj.
If the Government acts in this manner and if we are ready, we